Key to Aquatic Ecological Systems

1) Northwestern Great Plains Ecoregion (NWGP) .......co.ooiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e 2
1) Northern Glaciated Plains Ecore@ion (INGP) ........c.cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieecetee ettt sttt 4
1) Foothills & Valleys ECOTEZION .....c..coiiriiiiriiiiiiiieittetest ettt ettt ettt et sb et ettt ebt e bt eaeesaeemaenaes 5
1) Middle Rockies and Isolated Mountain Ranges ECOreZion ...........cccccoceeriiiiniiiiininniiniiienieiceeeiceteiceeenee e 7
Northwestern Great Plains Ecoregion
2) Stream 1°-2" order OF <30 MIIES IONE .....overveeirieirieieieieietetete ettt sttt ettt ete st esessesesbesessesesseneesennas 3
2) Stream 3%-5% order or >30 and <100 Miles 10N .....cevvevirieirieirieirieieeeeeee e NWGP Prairie Stream
2) River >5" order or >100 MileS IONE ....c.evvevirieririeieriieeieeteeeeee e NWGP Medium Prairie River
2) River >5" order and >200 miles long and a direct tributary to the Yellowstone or Missouri River (Little
Missouri, Tongue, Bighorn and Powder Rivers) ........cccccocevirienieiiniininicninienceeee, NWGP Large Prairie River
2) Yellowstone River downstream from Billings or Missouri River downstream from Great Falls ...........c..cccceeeenene
.......................................................................................................................................... NWGP Large Valley River
3) Perennial 1% or 2™ order stream above 1000 meters elevation in the Wolf Mountains, Powder River Basin or
MISSOUIT BIEAKS ...uvveeiiiiiieeiiesiieeie ettt sttt et ae et e st eeaeesabeebeesasesnbeensnesnne NWGP Perennial Spring
3) Small (<100 m?in area), low gradient intermittent pools separated by long breaks of dry stream bed, typically
lacks downstream connectivity to a large mainstem rivVer ........c..cocceeveerereeniereenennennens NWGP Intermittent Stream

Northern Glaciated Plains Ecoregion

4) Stream 1°-2" order or <30 MIlES IONE ....vevveveieiiieiiieiiete e NGP Intermittent Stream
4) Stream 3"-5% order or >30 and <100 MilES 10N .....c.evveeirvririiieiiieeiieeieereeeeeie e NGP Prairie Stream
4) River >5" order or >100 MIleS LONE ....ovevevirieriereieieieieieieeeeestee e NGP Medium Prairie River
4) River >5" order and >200 miles long and a direct tributary to the Missouri River (Milk or Marias Rivers) ...........
............................................................................................................................................ NGP Large Prairie River
4) The Missouri River downstream from Great Falls ...........ccceeciieniiniiiniieniieiecieeeeen NGP Large Valley River
Foothills & Valleys Ecoregion
5) 1*order, origin from Valley Foor groundwater OULPUL ..........ccceeceereeieneeiieneenieneeie e Spring Creek
5) 15-2" order or <30 MIlES LONE ....ovveveieeiieiieiieieieiet ettt Headwaters Foothills River
5) 37-4% order or >30 and <O0 MILES IONG .....veuveviieeiieiiietiriei ettt ettt ettt st sttt e st sbe st ebeneeseneesensesenesens 6
5) 4%-5% order, >60 miles long and a direct tributary to the Yellowstone or Missouri River ..........ccococveeirecinennnienns
.............................................................................................................................. Intermountain Transitional River
5) The Yellowstone River from Gardiner downstream to Billings or the Missouri River downstream from Three
Forks to Great Falls .........coooveiiiiiniiniinicieiecceeecseeeeee e Mainstem Intermountain Transitional River
6) Tributaries to transitional streams that become too warm for coldwater fiSheries ...........cccovvvvviiieiiiieiiiiiiiieeeeeene
............................................................................................................................. Small Transitional Foothills River
6) Tributaries to intermountain transitional rivers that maintain coldwater fisheries ............... Small Foothills River

Middle Rockies and Isolated Mountain Ranges Ecoregion

7) 15279 0rder OF K15 MLES LONE ...viuvevinieeiieiirieeieteieiet ettt ettt ettt sttt st eseete st ete st etessete s esasesessesessesessanessensesaneas 8
7) 37-4" order or >15 and <60 MILESIONG .....c.coveuirveeiriiietiietiieit ettt sens Mountain Stream
7) 5% order or >60 miles long and a direct tributary of the Intermountain Transitional River .............c.ccccceeeveeveuenns.
............................................................................................................................. Small Transitional Foothills River
8) 1*or 2™ order, elevation >2400 meters, hydrology driven by alpine snowmelt .............ccccecvrverrunee Alpine Stream
8) 1*order, elevation from 1500 to 2400 meters, hydrology driven by ground water discharge ...........cccccecceveercennnne.

............................................................................................................................................. Mountain Spring Stream



